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NEWS AND NOTES 

W. D. Reeve, ^ formerly head of the department of mathe- 
matics in the University of Minnesota High School, has been 
elected to the principalship of the school. Mr. Reeve will con- 
tinue to give the professional courses in the School of Education 
on the teaching of secondary mathematics. 

Dr. Prank C. Touton, formerly state supervisor of high 
schools in Wisconsin, is now lecturer of secondary education 
in the University of California. 

The September, 1921, issue of Chicago Schools Journal con- 
tains the new Chicago course of study in mathematics for the 
seventh and eighth grades. It is the work of the Course of 
Study Committee of the Chicago Principals' Club, assisted by 
a number of district superintendents, teachers selected from 
these grades, the director of school research, and the members 
of the department of mathmatics in the Chicago Normal College. 
No more complete and modern statement of a course of study 
in the mathematics of these grades has appeared. 

Prances A. Roddy of Hackettstown, N. J., has invented an 
apparatus for illustrating and demonstrating the principles 
which underlie the composition and divisibility of numbers, or 
the principles of pure arithmetic. 

The Newark Evening News of Newark, N. J., under date of 
October 4, 1921, comments editorially regarding the policy re- 
cently adopted by the educational authorities of Ohio in respect 
in secondary mathematics: 

Making Mathematics a High School Elective 
Ohio has eliminated mathematics as a compulsory study in 
its high schools. The effect probably will be to improve the 
"tone" of the average mathematics class. The good mathe- 
maticians will elect the subject and shine in it, and those not 
particularly strong in the reasoning processes will escape the 
rigorous mental calisthenics it entails, although they are the 
very ones that need it the most. 
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This is conceding a good deal to the 'non-mathematical 
mind, ' a phrase which is too often a mere label for a flabby, lazy 
mind. The worth of mathematics as a mental discipline is too 
firmly established to require argument at this late day. To rele- 
gate it to the position of a mere elective in the secondary schools 
signifies too great a willingness to look upn the mind as a mere 
container of what is poured into it, rather than as a going ma- 
chine, whose powers increase by exercise. The development of 
the logical faculty is of supreme importance to ihose who would 
interpret clearly the life of which they are a part. The despised 
algebra and the mysteries of geometry — however much they may 
appear, through uninspired teaching, to be blind alley studies, 
leading nowhere in a workday world — are keys that open the 
door to such a development, and are not lightly to be tossed 
away 

Anything that savors of a free elective system has no place 
below the college or university, and there — even in Harvard, 
which, next to the University of Virginia, has been most noted 
for its emancipation of the undergraduates ' ehoice — the trend of 
late has been in the opposite direction. In seeking to avoid any 
arbitrarily standardized education that permits of no flexibility, 
shall we not do well to continue to realize that there is an indis- 
pensable minimum, say, of English, history, mathematics and 
perhaps of natural science, of which every American high school 
diploma should be a guaranty. 

Our forty-eight state educational systems continue, fortu- 
nately, to be laboratories to test out theories borne in on any 
educational breeze. The Ohio experiment will be watched with 
deserved interest, and no serious objection can be had to it — by 
those who do not happen to live there. 

The program of the Central Association of Science and Mathe- 
matics Teachers given in St. Louis, November 25th and 26th, 
consisted of: 

Methods in Beginning Classes in Plane Geometry, A. J. 
Schwartz, Cleveland High School, St. Louis, Mo. 

What Shall Constitute the Material of the Mathematics 
Courses of the Seventh and Eighth Grades ? Report of a Com- 
mittee of Junior and Senior High School Teachers, presented 
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by M. J Newell, Evanston Township High School, Evanston, 111. 

Problems Involved in the Scientific Construction of the 
Mathematics Curriculum for Grades Seven, Eight and Ninth, 
Raleigh Schorling, Lincoln School, New York. 

The Project Method in Mathematics, Byron Cosby, State 
Teachers College, Kirksville, Mo. 

The Teaching of Arithmetic in the High School, L. Gilbert 
Dake, Soldan High School, St. Louis, Mo. 

Work Versus Marks, Murray A. Dalman, Director, Depart- 
ment of Reference and Research, Indianapolis, Iud. 

Financial Report of the National Committee on Mathematical 
Requirements, Eula Weeks, member of the committee, Cleve- 
land High School, St. Louis, Mo. 

The officers of the Mathematics Section are: W. E. Beck, 
Chairman ; Alfred Davis, Vice Chairman, and Elsie G. Parker, 
Secretary. 

The program of the Mathematics Section of the University of 
Illinois (-onference, at Urbana, November 18, 1921, included: 

"Fundamental Principles of Elementary Algebra," R. L. 
Modesitt, Charleston. Discussion, W. J. Risley, Decatur. 

"Teaching Algebra without Home Work," H. C. Wright, 
Chicago. Discussion, Florence Morgan, Highland Park. 

"The Proper Amount of Drill in Teaching Elementary Alge- 
bra," Emma ('. Ackerman, Lockport. Discussion, E. L. Mayo, 
Joliet. 

"Is There Any Relation Between General Intelligence and 
Ability to Do High School Algebra?" E. W. Schreiber, May- 
wood, and C. M. Austin, Oak Park. 

[' Intuitive Geometry. What? Where Taught?" G. A. Har- 
per, Kenilvvorth. Discussion, Mabel Sykes, Chicago. 

Symposium on Report of National Committee on Mathematical 
Requirements — The Reorganization of Mathematic Courses in 
Secondary Schools: J. T. Johnson, Chicago; Jessie D. Braken- 
siek, Quincy; Georgia Fischer, St. Charles; Grace Madden. 
Champaign; J. K. McDonald, Decatur; Ruth Utley, Rockford. 

"An Experiment in Teaching Mathematics in Several Central 
Illinois High Schools," Lida C. Martin, Decatur. W. T. Felts of 
Carbondale presided. 
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Prof W. H. Metzleb has been elected Dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts at Syracuse University. 

In the article entitled ' ' Comments on the Teaching of Geome- 
try" in the May issue of the Mathematics Teacher, the title and 
position of Mr. Touton is given as Professor of Secondary Ed- 
ucation, University of California, Berkley. When Mr. Touton 
read proof on this article in July, it was signed: "Frank C. 
Touton, State Supervisor of High Schools, Madison, Wisconsin. ' ' 
The change was made by the editor without Mr. Touton 's knowl- 
edge and should not have been made. Mr. Touton requests that 
this notation be inserted in the News and Notes section of the No- 
vember issue, for his present position is that of Lecturer in Ed- 
ucation, University of California, Berkley, California. 

The Board of Education of Newark, New Jersey, in April 
adopted a new schedule for teachers in high schools as follows : 
Teachers in junior high schools, $1,900 to $3,000; teachers in 
senior high schools, including librarians, $2,100 to $3,800: 
heads of departments, $2,700 to $4,400. The first — and last- 
named groups must serve ten years to reach the maximum, the 
second group twelve years. Teachers in the all-year high school, 
which is one of the unique features of the Newark schools, re- 
ceive two months ' extra pay, that is, 20 per cent, of the amount 
named. At the same time a statement of policy was adopted 
embodying several novel features in the form of joint confer- 
ence committees to which are elected representatives of the 
teaching corps. One such committee has first authority over 
questions of adjustment of individual salaries; another over 
courses for teachers who desire recognition for graduate or 
other advanced study; while a third, the academic council, 
meets periodically with the Board of Education to consider spe- 
cific questions of school policy. The last named has been in 
existence for several years with great success to its credit. New- 
ark teachers are also granted leave of absence for study after 
ten years' service, with the loss of a fraction, less than half, of 
their salary. These features place Newark in the foremost of 
American cities in public educational policy. 



